ABSTRACT: Velliangiri hills is inhabited by many indigenous people mostly depending on ethnobotanical resources. Totally 41 species are found to be commercially exploited for medicines by these peoples. The pressure of commercial exploitation is seriously endangering many species.
INTRODUCTION
Velliangiri hills which lie between 76o -40' and 77 o -10' E longitude and 10 o -55' and 11 o -10' N latitude form a portion of the western boundary of the Coimbatore District. According to the divisions made by the forest department Velliangiri hills become the Bolampatty reserve forest No. 2. This hill slope to the east and also to the south.
It has a segmented society of indigenous peoples like Irulas, Paniyans etc. They depend on forest resources for livelihood and have a marginal interest in the ethnobotanical resources. Now a days medicinal plants are commercially important due to the assured market in surrounding regions and definite demand of pharmaceutical companies. Unemployment and low labour wage problems lead the local tribal people for the heavy exploitation of medicinal plants in organized sectors. These medicinal plant resources form the main socio-economic potentials and give some income to the tribals. During festive seasons pilgrims purchase these medicinal plants and hence exploitation is heavy form February to April.
We have identified 41 such heavily exploited plants and also the parts used (Table- 1) It is evident that 29 out of 41 species are completely exploited for roots, rhizomes or whole plants. It is needless to emphasize that such exploitation exerts tremendous pressure on these species. To protect this natural resources, suitable strategies and action plans may be developed, thus it will serve the cause of medicinal biodiversity conservation. 
